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[PRICE SIXPENCE.] 


Rev. xiv. 13. 


I heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto 
me, Write. 


VOICE from heaven ! an articulate 

voice from Chriſt himſelf, from the moſt 
excellent glory! What does it ſay ? what does 
it inform us of? Why, my friends, it affures 
all of us, that we ſhall be happy, for ever happy, 
if we live and die in the Lord. And is it 
not confirming and comfortable to us, who 
are here in à ſinful and miſerable world, to 
hcar the ſame truth from Chriſt out of heaven, 
which he gave us aſſurance of while he was yet 
in the earth, in a ſtate of humiliation. 

Here then we ſee, that the ſame Chriſt, who 
ſuffered for us on the croſs, is now in heaven, 
at his Father's right hand; that all power is 
given unto him there over angels, and here over 
men; and conſequently over the infernal ſpirits 
too. The keys of Hades, or the ſtate and place 
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of ſeparate ſouls, and of the entry into the ſame 
by death, are now in his hands, Rev. 1. 18. 
And therefore he is able to ſave to the utter- 
„ molt them that come to God through him, 
5 ſeeing he ever lives to make interceſſion for 
us,“ Heb. vii. 25. aſſuring us, that becauſe 
he lives we ſhall live alſo,” John xiv. 19. 

What raviſhing pleaſure may this then afford 
us, who are to live here only tor a thort time, 
and that wholly uncertain as to us; to the 
ſaints, I ſay, who have their ſhort life and 
time here filled up, for the moſt part, with 
nothing elle but ſorrows and labours ; being 
oftentimes expoſed to perſecution alſo, and cut 
off too frequently, in a cruel manner, by bloody 
and wicked men? And whereas we have all 
reaſon to beheve, that our immortal fouls thall 
not periſh with the body, but do ſubſiſt for 
ever ſomewhere : what can we imagine more 
ſatisfactory and pleaſant, than to kuow where 
our ſpirits ſhall be and live after deat!z ? how it 
ſhall go with them there? and what their 
company, work, and enjoymeuts ſhall be for 
ever? 

Now here we have a reſolution of this grand 
query, by Chriſt himſelf, from the throne of 
his glory ; that thoſe that live and die in him 


ſhall 


WMS 
ſhall aſſuredly be bleſſed for ever, and that they 


ſhall enter iuto his reſt, and be for ever with the 


Lord. 

But that I may conſider this aſſertion more 
particularly : there are three things to be en- 
quired into; viz. the condition of the ſaints at 
death, in the general, which 1s here denomi- 
nated Blefſedneſs ; the perſons to whom this 
bleſſedneſs is appropriated ; and the epocha, or 
date of time to which the voice ſpecially applies 
this truth, when it adds, rom henceforth. 


IJ. We have here a ſtate or condition hinted, 
as belonging to ſome perſons ; and this is called 


Bleſſedneſs, and they denominated bleſl ed who 
partake of it. 


Now blefledneſs denotes the abſence or re- 
moval of all evil, and the preſence and enjoy- 
ment of all good. This is the general and ab- 
ſtract notion of perfect bliſs. So that the fewer 
evils we feel or fear, and the more good things 
we enjoy or hope for, the nearer we are to this 
happy ſtate, which is denoted by our being ſaid 
to be freed from all evil, and poſſeſſed of all 
good: then, and not till then, can we be ſaid 
to be truly blefled. And therefore it is eaſy to 
conclude, that we can never arrive to compleat 


happt- 
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happineſs below. For, as the very formality 
and eſſence of the curſe pronounced upon man, 
after the fall, ſtood in the withdrawing of good, 
and the preſence of evil: ſo it is impoſſible for 
us to be, in a proper ſenſe, happy, until both 
nin and miſery be wholly aud for ever bauiſhed 
from us. 

But we muſt remember, that when we fpeak 
here of a perfect bleſſedneſs appropriated to 
ſaints in heaven, we muſt not be underſtood to 
mean the word perfection in the higheſt eleva- 
tion of the word, For bleſſedneſs thus is only 
applicable to God and Chriſt, as well as infinite 
power, wiſdom and goodneſs, immutability and 
eternity, The moſt glorious ſpirits in heaven, 
though perfectly freed from moral evil, are not 
infinitely happy: for the notion of creatures, as 
denoting both limitation and dependence, aſſures 


us of the contrary, So that, when bleſſedneſs 


is promiled to them that die in the Lord, we 
muſt underſtand this only by it, that they ſhall 
be freed from all thoſe things that ſullied and 


debaſed their natures here, or rendered their 


Iives miſerable to them; and that they ſhall en- 
ter into a ſtate, wherein their natures ſhall be 
refined and elevated, above what we Can now 
couccive; and rendered capable of ſervice and 
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enjoyments, which we are no way fit for in this 
imperfect condition; 

This is that which all men deſire and ſeek 
after, one way or another. But alas! the diſ- 
mal effects of ſin are viſible in nothing more 
than in this, that men differ to enormouſly 
even in the notion of happineſs. It is hardly 
credible, that the wiſe heathen philoſophers 
ſhould have diſagreed ſo much in the notion of 
a ſummum bonum, a chief good, as we find they 
did, from the account their beſt authors give of 
this matter. But we ſhall ceaſe to wonder at 
this, if we do but ſeriouſly conſider how little 
Chriſtians ſeem to be ſatisfied about it; if we 
may be allowed to make any judgment of their 
ſentiments from their practice. However, as 
we are ſure that life and immortality are ſet in 
a clear light in the goſpel: ſo we are not more 
certain of any thing, than we are of this, that 
true felicity doth only ſtand in the viſion and 
fruition of God, in and through Chriſt. 

But how ſtrange is it, to ſee bleſſedneſs and 
death coupled together in our text! to ſee death 
made a bleſſing, which was the fruit of ſin and 
rebellion againſt God, as being a great part of 
the curſe pronounced againſt apoſtate man! 
Here, therefore, we may read Samſon's riddle 


truly 
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truly expounded ; for meat comes out of this 
e devourer, and ſweetneſs out of this ſtrong,” 
but now flain and conquered enemy, Whence 


it doth plainly appear, that death is aboliſhed 


to the ſaints, as to its firſt relation to men. So 
that good men do no more now die in Adam, 


(as 1 Ab do) but in Chriſt. 


Now, II. We have an account here of the 
perſons who are ſaid to be blefled in the other 
world, viz. The dead who die in the Lord. 

Bleſſedueſs commenceth here in grace, as to 
the beginnings of it: but it is not conſum- 
mated until we get into another world, And 
this conſummation of felicity relates either to 
the ſoul only; and fo is reckoned from the day 
of one's death, which therefore 1s preferable to 
the day of our birth, Eccl. vii. 1. or to the whole 
Man ; in which ſenſe it commenceth from the 
reſurrection of the body, at the laſt day, or period 
of the world's duration. So that, what way 
ſoever we date the riſe of this, we may plainly 
ſee, that it is the reverſe and counter-part of 


that wherein worldly men place their bappi- 


neſs. For whereas their comforts are confined 
to time, and conſequently end with their pre- 
ſent life : the felicity of good men, upon the 

contrary, 


L291] 

\ contrary, though it be. ſown here, yet doth not 
grow up to full maturity, to be reaped by them, 
until the thadows of this dark evening flee away, 
and their fouls get into the happy manſious of 
the paradiſe above. 

So that this happineſs is not the privilege of 
all thoſe that die. No, alas ! hut of very few 
of them, comparatively conſidered. For we 
lee this is appropriated to a peculiar and ſelect 
company of men. Therefore the qualification 
is added here, as characteriſtical of them, who 
die in the Lord. Where it will be neceſſary 
to enquire, To whom this belongs? or who 
they are that die in the Lord! 

And here I find ſome Commentators of opi- 
nion, that fo die in the Lord, is to be under- 
ſtood in a figurative and ſpiritual ſenſe, as de- 
noting the mortification of the luſts of the fleſh, 
and corruption of the world: ſo Arethas, and 
one or two more. And we readily grant, that 
mortification is frequently ſpoken of under the 
notion of death, For in this ſenſe we muſt 
underſtand the Apoſtle, when, ſpeaking of him- 
ſelf, he ſays, that he was crucified with 
„ Chriſt,” Gal, ii. 20. And fo allo, when 
ſpeaking of the ſaints in his time, he tells them, 
„that they were dead,” i. e. to fin and va- 
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nity, Col. iii. 3. and elſewhere, ** that they 
* were buried with Chriſt by baptiſm, into his 
& death, and that their old man was crucified 
& with him,” Rom. vi. 4. 6. Nay, we do 
likewiſe readily grant this, that none but thoſe 
that are thus dead to fin, by a true. mortifica- 
tion, can ever attain to die 1n the Lord, and be 
bleſſed after time. But then we muſt add, that 
it is unauſwerably plain, from the context, that 
it is not of a figurative death that Chriſt ſpeaks 
here directly, but of that which uſually and 
properly goes under that name. And there- 
fore, with the generality of interpreters, we 


| ſhall explain it in this plain and literal ſenſe. 


But here again we find the beſt interpreters 
exceedingly divided. For ſome confine the 
ſenſe to thoſe that ſuffer in a violent manner 
for Chriſt: whereas others fee no reaſon for 
hmiting the meaning this way. And of their 
opinion I readily profeſs myſelf to be. But 
thoſe that are for confining the ſenfe to the 
martyrs, ſay, that the prepoſition (en) muſt 
intimate the cauſe or occafion of their death 


and ſufferings, and ſo ought to have bcen ren- 


dered for ; as Paul writes himſelf, (deſmzos en 
kurio) © the priſoner for the Lord,” Pph. iv, 1. 


We 


1 

We readily confeſs, that the martyrs may be 
peculiarly deſigned here: but ſeeing it is the 
cauſe, not the ſuſſerings that gives any one this 
denomination ; and fince we are certain that 
the future bleſſedneſs is not ſo appropriated to 
ſuffering Chriſtians, but that all others that live 
and die religiouſly ſhall ſhare in it; we can fee 
no reaſon for confining this encouragement to 
the former only. For, 1, Though this pre- 
poſition may ſometimes admit of this ſenſe, yet 
we do all know that this is not the only accep- 
tation of it, 2, They that waſte out their 
ſtrength and Spirit for Chriſt in active labours, 


and endeavour ſtill more and more, in obedience 


to his command, to love and ſerve God with all 
their heart, ſoul, and might, may be as truly ſaid 
to die for the Lord, as thoſe that ſuffer publicly 
for his cauſe ;z and had they been culled out to bear 
public wirnels to the truth this way, would have 
done it as readily and chearfully. Whocan be- 
lieve that Chriſt deſigned to exclude his be- 
loved ſervant John from a ſhare in this com- 
fortable promiſe ? as he muſt be, if the words 
are to be reſtricted to dying by way of execu- 
tion: for we all know, from eccleſiaſtic hiſtory, 
that he died in his bed, in a good old age, and 
was not beheaded for the teſtimony of Jeſus, as 
* B 2 ſome 
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ſome of the Apoſtles were, nor put to any other 
violent death, as the reſt of the Apoſtles, and 
many of the primitive Chriſtians, both before 
and after him, 3. Though we are obliged to 
believe that all thoſe that did ſuffer and die for 
Chriſt and his cauſe, did truly die in him alſo; 
4o as to get into the better world: yet in the 
theory of the thing itſelf, we cannot be ablv- 
lately certain that all that die martyrs for him 
and his cauſe are fincere, upright and religious 
m what they do. For we know not how far 
natural courage may carry out a proud and vain- 
glorious man this way, for the take of oſtenta- 
tion and fame. Therefore the Apoſtle ſays, 
6 Though ! give my body to be burned, and 
«© want charity, or love, it profiteth me no- 
„ thing,” 1 Cor. xii, 2. For though this ſay- 
ing be hypothetical, yet it doth plamly ſuppoſe, 
that ſuch a thing as this is polfible, and conſe- 
quently that there is no ablolute and neceflary 
connection between ſuffering for Chriſt, and a 
true union between him and the perſon that did 
ſuffer. 80 that, if this were the ouly ſenſe of 
the poſition in our text, which they confine it 
to, it would look too like a falſehood, in the 
very notion of it. And therefore we muſt 
conclude, that it is neither the only, nor in- 


dead 
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decd the principal ſenſe of theſe words: feeing, 
unlefs thofe that die for the Lord, by public 
tuttcring, die alſo in him as Chriftians, they 
have no juſt foundation of being entitled to the 
future bleſſednefs. 

And therefore, after all this, J hope it does 
now clearly appear, that thefe words, zn the 
Lord, do principally denote a holy, pious, and 
religious dying; according to the moft ufual 
and obvious acceptation of the prepoſition, when 
it is joined with the Lord, as it is uſed in almoſt 
innumerable places of Scripture, though to de- 
note other truths, For thus we muft under- 
ſtand the particle in thoſe places, where we read 
of «© believing in the Lord, truſting in the Lord, 
hoping in the Lord, walking in the Lord,” 
&c. And expreſſions of this fort are ſo com- 
mon and known, that it would be looked upon 
as needleſs labour to cite them. | 

I ſhall therefore only conſider the import of 
this phraſe in our text a little further. And 
ſeeing we have already found out the true 
meaning of it in the general, I ſhall only take 
notice here, that dying in the Lord, in its 
proper and literal acceptation, as it is taken for 


a true Chriſtian diſſolution by death, may be 
conſidered two ways. 


1. For 
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1. For a man's dying in the true faith of Je- 
ſus, as united thus to him, and as having a 
faving intereſt in him, through regeneration, 
and the effectual operation of the Holy Spirit 
upon his foul ; whether he die in his bed, or 
upon the ſcaffold, in peace or iu battle, honour- 
ably or 1gnominioufly, as to the external man- 
ner of his death, 

Death, when he comes to do his office, he 
leaves thoſe in Chriſt to enjoy him whom he 
finds to be in him. So that, according as men 
live Chriſtleſs, or faithfully, as his ſervants 
and children, their ſtate for eternity comes to 
be fixed. 

Now Chriſt died for us, “that whether we 
« wake or ſleep, we ſhould live together with 
„ him,” as the Apoſtle's expreſſion is, 1 Thefl, 
v. 10. Where we may take notice of a two- 
fold particle (ama oun auto), together with 
„ him;” which is a hint that inſinuates the 
firmneſs, indiſſolubleneſs, and intimateneſs of 
our union with Chriſt, both in life and death, 
And ſurely, then, they are exceedingly happy 
that thus die in the Lord: For if we believe 


that Jeſus died and roſe again; even ſo alſo, 


„them that ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with 
« him,” 1 Theſſ. iv. 14. 


But, 


Wold! 

But, 2. To die in Jeſus, does not only de- 
note to die reconciled to him, but may alſo im- 
port, by way of eminency, to die in a likeneſs 
of his death, or an a conformity to the manner 
of it. I mean not as to the ſpeciality and cir- 
cumſtances of his death, as he was the Re- 
dezmer ; but as to the frame of ſoul, and com- 
poſure of mind, in which he was fo eminently 
conſpicuous, when he breathed out his righte- 
ous ſoul into the hands of his Father. 

I know it would be a vain attempt to imi- 
tate Chriſt, even in this, to perfection. But 
though we cannot equal this glorious and ini- 
mitable original, yet it is our duty and intereſt 
to copy as exactly after it as we poſſibly can; 
that as we are ſaid to be one Spirit“ with 
our Lord in living, 1 Cor. vi. 17. we may die in 
the like ſpiritual frame and compoſure he did. 

And this the Apoſtle ſeems not obſcurely to 
intimate, when, after he had exhorted, Phil. 
ii. 5. that we ſhould ſtudy “ that the fame 
« mind be in us which was in Chriſt,” as to 
obedience to God's will, holineſs and humility 
of life, he comes immediately to ſubjoin the 
inftance of his death, ver. 6. By which con- 
nection, no doubt, he teacheth us, that (beſides 
other .confiderations) we ſhould endeavour to 
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unitate Chriſt, as to the frame and compoſure 
he was in, when he was called to ſuffer pub- 
licly for us. For, as we are then ſaid to live 
in Chrift, when we live as he did, „and walk 
* alſo as he walked;” fo we may juſtly be ſaid 
to abide in him at death, and to die in him, 
when we leave the world in that holy frame of 
foul, forgiving our enemies, praying for all, 
and being an example to all, wherein our bleſſed 
Mafter left it. And this has been granted to 
many of the eminent ſervants of our Lord, to 
go out of this world as if they were entering 
upon a triumph over fin, Satan, and the world; 


as no doubt they were, in a ſpiritual ſenſe. But 
to proceed, we have here, 


III. To eonſider, what the eþocha 1s, or ſpe- 
cial deſignation of time, which this truth doth 
peculiarly refer unto; when thoſe that die in 
the Lord are ſaid to be blefled, from henceforth. 

I know, there 1s no {mall controverſy about 
the word (apartz) which we render from hence- 
forth; whether it ſhould be refered to this 
clauſe of the text, or the following. And 1 
find, that all the ancient verſions, the Syriac, 
Arabic, Ethiopick, and vulgar Latin, ſeem to 
favour the latter connexion, But then, the beſt 


copies 


1 


copies of the Greek ſeem to run the other way. 
In this ſtrait, therefore, we are forced to con- 
ſider what reaſon will dictate, as moſt agreea- 
bie to the deſign of the place, in congruity 
with the general conſent and deſign of Scripture. 

And here, then, I muſt ſay, that this word 
cannot properly be joined with the following 
clauſe, as if it did denote any epocha of the Spi- 
rit's witnels. For, ſeeing the Holy Spirit had 
long before, and moſt frequently, born witneſs 
to this very truth, . That the righteous ſhould 
be happy after death ;”” it cannot be looked 
upon to be truth or ſenſe to refer the word 
to the following part of the verſe. But, if it be 
referred to the next clauſe, ſo only as to denote 
the Spirit's marking out the period of time that 
the voice here points at, we ſhall not think it 
worth the while to diſpute the point with any 
perſon. For, in this caſe, however the words 
may be joined, the ſenſe and ſcope of the whole 
will oblige us to conſtrue of the meaning of 
this clauſe according to the punctuation of our 
verſion, which we follow here. 

But though I am ſatisfied, that thus we are 
to join this word with the preceding poſition ; 
vet we are not freed from all difficulty, even 
by this conſtruction. For what! may we be 


2 ready 
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ready to ſay, can be the meaning of this 
(aparti) © from henceforth? Have not the 
faints, „who died in the Lord,“ been ble ſſed 


in the former ages of the world? What need 


then here of ſo ſolemn a declaration and publica- 
tion of this from heaven ? 

Unto this queſtion it might, perhaps, be 
thought enough to ſay, with ſome Expoſitors, 
that though this truth be ſufficiently infinuated 
and intimated before, both in the Old and New 
Teſtament ; yet the renewed and ſolemn publi- 
cation of it, eſpecially in a dark and afflictive 
time, ſuch as ths refers to (as we thall after- 
wards ſee), cannot juſtly be cenſured as untea- 
ſonable or unuſeful. 

But I muſt deal ingevuouſly here, in declar- 
ing, that this anſwer does rather look like a 
ſhift, than a fatisfaQtory reaſon. And therefore 
I am very apt to think, that this word muſt be 
defigned by Chriſt to intimate to us the im- 
mediate happineſs of the ſouls of the righteous, 
upon the diffolution of the body. And, if this 
be the meaning, it muſt needs be looked upon 
as very uſeful to our faith, and encouraging to 
our hope. For though I am fully fatisfied that 
the holy Scripture, eſpecially the New Teſta- 
ment, doth ſufficiently aſſure us, not only of 


all 


L 8:3 
an eternal We. after the day of judgment, 
as to both ſoul and body, when re- united in the 


reſurrection; but alſo of a previous happineſs, 
which the ſeparate ſoul enters into at death; yet 


] muſt own, that this laſt is more deduced from 


ſcriptural inſinuations, by way of juſt conſe- 
quence, than any where plainly inſerted. And 
therefore it cannot be amiſs to give us a poſi- 
tive declaration of this truth, in expreſs words, 
as I take theſe to be. Nor can we conſequently 
think, that it was below our Saviour, conſider» 
ing his relation to the church, and the deſign af 
this book, as the laſt of canonical Scripture, if 
we do ſuppoſe it to be his ſpecial aim in theſe 
words, to ſatisfy us in this particular, by a 
voice from heaven, and ſuch a one as the Holy 
Spirit ſhall give his ſpecial aſſeut and ſuffrage 
unta. 

And it appears very reaſonable and plain to 
me, that this is one principal thing, whatever 
elle be imported here, which we are given to 
underſtand by this expreſſion; viz. That thoſe 
who die in the Lord are not only to be made 
bleſſed after the reſurrection, but are to be ſo, as 
to their ſouls, immediately after death. For 
it would be an odd ſort of declaration, if this 
only were the meaning of the wards ; ** Blefled 
are the dead that die in the Lord, from hence- 

2 & forth ; 
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« forth; that is, when they ſhall be raiſed td 
„life, ſome thouſands or hundreds of years 
hence.“ Whereas the words do naturally 
ſeem to bear this ſenſe with them: „ Bleſſed 
are the dead that die in the Lord from hence- 
« forth. Yea, faith the Spirit; even from 


„ henceforth, from the moment of their diſſo- 


* lution, from the time they ceaſe to live here, 
and are reckoned to belong to the ſtate of 
* the dead: for from henceforth they reſt 
© from their labours, and their works follow 
% them.” | | | 

It is not my buſineſs here, to inſiſt upon 
the ſubje& of the bleſſedneſs of righteous ſouls 
immediately at death. I ſhall only hint two 
things, as equally plain and certain to me from 
Scripture, in relation to this ſubject. The firſt 
is, that the immortality of the ſouls of men, 
and eſpecially of the righteous, has been ever 
looked upon as one of the main pillars of all 
natural religion. And I might ſhew, that this 
was the received and fixed opinion of almoſt all 
the Pagans, in all ages and nations. And that 
it was alſo believed by the ancient Jews, I ſup- 
poſe there is no need to prove; ſeeing we find 
that the Sadducees are taken notice of, both in 


the Goſpels, and in Joſephus, as a ſect that 
; had 


(a Þ 
had departed from the recerved notions of the 
Tewith church, in denying the exiſtence of ſe- 
parate ſouls, and all other ſpirits, excepting 
God only. But then, ſecondly, We muſt re- 
member, that we owe it to Chriſt and his goſ- 
pel, that we have any clear notion of the fu- 
ture ſtate : for it is he that hath brought life and 
immortality to light now, by his new revela- 
tion, | 

And if it be aſked here, What light Chriſt 
has ſuperadded to the old? I anſwer, that there 
are three things conſiderable here, in which we 
are obliged to him, more than to any revelation 
before. The firſt is, that he hath aſſured us of 
the immortality. of the ſoul, whereas it ſeemed 
to be only an opinion before, that men had fal- 
len in with, from probable reaſonings : for we 
find not, in all the Old Teſtament, any expreſs 
revelation of this from God. Whereas Chriſt has 
eſtablithed this point beyond all contradiction, 
when he tells us, that though men kill our 
bodies, yet it is not in their power to kill the 
ſoul; and that there is no other death of the ſoul, 
than that of puniſhment in hell, or in Gehenna ; 
for there God can deſtroy the ſoul, in a way 
congruous to its nature, as well as he can de- 
ſtroy the body, in the mean time, by conſum- 


ing 


L 22 J 


ing it in the grave. This is certainly the ſenſe 


of our Lord's words, when he ſays, Mat. x. 28. 
Fear not them who can kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the ſoul: but rather fear 
„ him, who is able to deſtroy both ſoul and 


„body in hell.“ This is ſuch a plain and cogent 


proof, that I find a Gentleman *, who argues all 


he can againſt the immortality of the ſoul, can 
find no way to evade its force, but by alledging, 


1. That ſo much cannot be inferred from Luke, 


who has the paſſage thus; Be not afraid of 


„them that kill the body, and after that have 


* no more that they can do; but fear him, 


„Who after he hath killed, hath power to caſt 


* into hell:“ and then, by falling foul on honeſt 


Matthew, as one that miſtook Chriſt's tente 
aud only told his own, in this, and ſeveral other 
particulars, But we may well diſtruſt the cauſe, 
when men are reduced to ſuch ſhifts in detending 
it. 2. Our Saviour has brought in a great deal 


of light, as to the ſtate of future immortality; 


by affuring us, that the fouls of men are not 
only immortal, but that they are, immediately 
after death, carried into a ſtate either of hap- 
pineſs or miſery ; ſo as not only barely to live, 


* See Obſervations on Mr. Wadſęworth's of the Soul's Im- 
mortality, page 78, &. 


but 


BE 


but to live as rational beings, ſenſible of their 
ſtate, and the circumſtances thereof, This 


is plainly the deſign of the parable or hiſ- 
tory of the rich man and Lazarus. For what 


has been aCted over and over again, may be juſtly 
called a Hiſtory, though here repreſented, in the 
example of one ſenſual man's going down to 
hell, and a holy, though poor man's going into 
the place appointed for the reception of holy 
ſouls. But ſeeing we are moſt immediately 
concerned here, for the immediate bleſſedneſs of 
the ſaints after death, we may conſider that emi- 
nent paſſage in Luke, chap. xxui. where we 
are told of the converſion of the thief upon the 
croſs, and Chriſt's aſſurance given him, that 
he ſhould go in with him that very night 
into paradiſe.” Which gravels the above- 
mentioned Gentleman * ſo'much, that as before 
he had quarrelled with Matthew, and highly 
commended Luke above him, as an exact author, 
now he ſees fit to fall out with him too, when 
he does not ſerve his turn, and ſticks not to ſay 
that he was miſtaken, and tells a falſe ſtory; 
and therefore I'ſhall trouble myſelf no more 
with him or his reaſonings, who will not fo 


* Ibid, P · 100, &c, 
much 
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much as believe the matters of fact related in 
the Golpels, unleſs they ſpeak what ſuits his 
vitiated palate. However, I hope we have 
* not thus learned Chriſt.” Good Stephen 
could ſay, from this principle, when a dying, 
Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit,“ after the ex- 
ample of his bleſſed Maſter, who breathed out 
his pure ſoul thus, Father, into thy hands I 
“ commend my {pirit.'”” Holy Paul had ſuch a 
viſion of the happy ſtate of the fouls of juſt men 
made perfect, in paradiſe, into wluch they go at 
death, that he knew not whether it was a vi- 
ſion only, or whether his ſoul was not ſeparated 
from his body, as one of them for a time. 
However the very ſuppoſition of this, as to him- 
ſelf, thews us what his principle was in this 
matter. But he is more expreſs and explicit 
elſewhere, when he tells us, Phil. i. 23. that 
he had an ardent deſire to be with Chriſt, which 
was far better in itſelf than to hve here. And 
ſure, they muſt look upon this wiſe and good 
man to be either mad or wicked, or allow us 
to look upon them as one or other of theſe, 
who tell us, that Paul's defire was only to lie 
' rotting in the grave, both as to ſoul and body, 
without any capacity of knowing and enjoying 
God, or of being any way ſerviceable to the 
church ; 
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church ; and that he preferred this ſtate of ſtones 
and dirt before all theſe advantages; and upon 
this very account ennobles this unthinking and 
unaCtive ſtate of corruption in the grave, with 
the celeſtial title of being with Chrift, and 
| affures us, that he looked upon this as far bet- 
ter than all his ſucceſsful labours and ſervice 
in promoting the glory of God, and the good 
of men, Whereas he himſelf aflures us, 2 Cor. 
X11. 9, 10. that he did ſo much delight in his 
work, that he did even glory and take pleaſure 
in the very infirmities of this preſent life, ſuch 
as reproaches, neceſſities, perſecutions, and diſ- 
treſſes, for Chriſt's ſake; that the glory and 
power of Chriſt might this way appear the 
more illuſtriouſly, as being ſet off the more 
conſpicuouſly by reaſon of his weakneſſes. 
And ſo far was he and the firſt Chriſtians de- 
ſirous of dying, only for dying's ſake, merely 
to get free of trouble here, that he expreſly 
tells us the contrary, 2 Cor. v. 15. We 
„ groan indeed (ſays he), to be out of this 
„ mortal tabernacle of the body; but not out 
«of any fond defire to be uncloathed this way, 
„ but upon the contrary, that we may be 
« cloathed with our heavenly houſe, that mor- 
«* tality may be ſwallowed up of life.“ But 
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though nothing is more certain, than that the 
ſouls of good men do immediately go into an 
happy ſtate at death; yet our blefled Lord hath, 
3dly, given us this further view of the future 
world, that he has reſerved the higheſt degrees 
of bliſs and glory to the period that com- 
menceth from the reſurrection of the body. 
And this is ſo plain from the whole tenure of 
the New Teſtament, eſpecially ſuch places 
as ſpeak moſt expreſly and clearly of the laſt 
and great judgment, that it is needleſs to in- 
iſt upon it now. However, that I may not 
ſeem barely to aſſert this, let our Saviour's 
words be conſidered, where, ſpeaking of the 
day of judgment, and of the end of the world, 
he ſays, Matth. xvi, 27. That the Son of 
Man will come in the glory of the Father, 
& with the holy angels; and that then he will 
5 render to every one according to his works,” 
2. e. fully and compleatly. And in this dialect 
doth this book alſo ſpeak, Rev. xi. 18. The 
& time is come that the dead ſhould be raiſed, 
and that thou ſhouldeſt give, reward unto 
„ thy ſervants the prophets, and to the ſaints.” 
For it is then that the children of God do ex- 
pect, not only “ the adoption of the ſons of 
„God, even the redemption of their bodies,” 

J Rom. 
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Rom. vii. 23. but alſo the bleſſed hope, or 


hoped for bleſſedneſs, and conſummate grace, 
in a ſtate of perfection, which ſhall be given 
them at the revelation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Tit. ii. 14. compared with 1 Pet. i. 13. 

But now, though I have enlarged fo much 
upon this ſfenfe of the word (apart), becauſe 
the ſubject itſelf is fo very conſiderable, abſtract- 
ing from our text, and without diſputing fur- 
ther, whether this be the main deſign of it; 
yet I muſt confeſs, that there ſeems to be ſome- 
thing further pointed at in this expreſſion. For 
the conſideration of the context obligeth me to 
think, that our Saviour ſpeaks theſe words 
with a ſpecial reference to ſome certain age or 
period of the church, as deſcribed in this chap- 
ter. And therefore we mult be at ſome fur- 
ther pains to find this out; which we can only 
do, by making an inquiry into the meaning and 
deſign of the context, as far as may be proper to 
reach this end. 

Now, in order to underſtand the context, 1 
deſire the following ſhort ſeries of things may 
be conſidered. The fix trumpets having now 
ſounded, which contain the account of Anti- 
chriſt's riſe and increaſe, as we ſee, chap. viii. 
and ix, and the ſeventh trumpet having begun 
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to ſound alſo, chap. xi. ver. 15. which was to 
deſtroy Antichriſt gradually, as bciag inclufive 
of the ſeven vials of God's wrath, to be poured 
out upon that enemy, and of which we have an 
account in chap. xvi. It doth hence appear, 
that this 14th chapter, and the 15th, do con- 
tain what is deſigned as preliminary to the un- 
derſtanding of the vials, as giving us an account, 
though in a different manner, of what was to 
be executed gradually under theſe. 

Therefore we are given to underſtand, 1n this 


chapter, what the ſtate of the church of God 


would be, both before, in, and after the Re- 
formation, which began near two ages ago. 
Of this I had occaſion formerly to give my 
thoughts unto the world. And I am till of 
the ſame mind I was then of. For inſtead of 
being ſhaken by any objections made againſt my 
ſcheme, I have been more and more confirmed 
in it; fince nothing has been ſaid, though at- 
tempted, to diſprove what I then laid down, as 
to the grand Apocalyptical Era I fix upon, and 
the period of the 1260 prophetical years, ac- 
cording to my computation of them. 

T ſhall not grudge a little time and pains, in 
order to give you a diſtinct idea of the ſeries of 
this chapter, fo far as may be ſufficient to bring 
in 
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in light to our text, eſpecially this part of it; 
even though I ſeem to be in a manner repeating 
what 1 formerly publiſhed to this purpoſe, in 
the Diſcourſe concerning the Riſe and Fall of 
* the Papacy;” which is the firſt of the four 
Diſcourſes of my late Book“. 

Now, in order to this, I defire you to obſerve, 
that this chapter is the counterpart of the pre- 
ceding. For whereas the 13th contains an ac- 
count of the riſe, reign, and power of the Pa- 
pal Beaſt, or Antichriſtian church: this chapter, 
on the contrary, gives us an account of the true 
Chriſtian church, in and after that time, with re- 
lation to the beginning and the following ſteps 
of the fall of that terrible and long-lived adver- 
ſary; of which take this ſhort account at this 
time. 

The firſt thing contained in this chapter, is 
the deſcription that 1s given of the followers of 
Chriſt, who adhered to him, during the long 
and diſmal period of Antichriſt's reign and fury. 
They are faid to be an hundred and forty and 
four thouſand, in allufion to the ſealed ones of 
the tribes of the firſt Chriſtian church, menti- 
oned and reckoned up, chap. 7. that as ſuch a 


* Sce page 98. | 
vaſt 
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vaſt number were found faithful to God, under 
the ſeals, 2. e. during the rage and violence they 
met with under Rome heathen, it might be 
teen, that God had reſerved to himſelf the like 
number, during the reign and cruelties of Rome 
Papal. Now, the latter ones are ſaid to have 
their Father's name written on their foreheads ; 
to ſhew their contrariety to them who were 
marked there with the beaſt's mark; and there- 
fore they are deſcribed as holy, pure, and chaſte 
virgins, who kept cloſe to Chriſt's inſtitutions, 
to the beſt of their light, in ſpite of all tempta- 
tion 1. oppoſition. So that it is plain, that 
the firſt five verſes of this chapter do repreſent 
the ſerious and holy Chriſtians that oppoſed the 
innovations and incroachments that the Papal 
party made, both in the doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity, and in the worſhip and ſervice of God, 
So that the perſons here deſcribed, lived between 
the year 758 and 1517, according to my ſcheme 
of times; of which number the ancient Pied- 
montois, with the Albigenſes, Waldenſes, 
Picards, Wickliffites, and Huſſites, or Bohe- 
mian Taborites, muſt be ſuppoſed to make up 
the greateſt part, eſpecially for about three cen- 
turies, vz. from about the year 1160, to about 


the 
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the year 1460, and afterwards till near the end 
of that age. 

The ſecond thing contained in this ehapter, 
is the account we have of the remarkable and 
eminent revival of the church, and its teſti- 
mony againſt the Romith apoſtacy, repreſented 
by three angels, which ſeem plainly to denote 
three eminent periods of time, containing ſo 
many new Reformations, or degrees of it, and 
conſequently ſo many ſteps of Antichriſt's 
ruin, The firſt angel has a commiſſion to 
preach the goſpel purely, clearly, and univer- 
ſally to all nations. And during this period I 
humbly ſuppoſe we now are, becauſe the goſpel 
is yet running its circuit, and has not gone 
through even all the nations of Europe. I 
therefore conjecture, with ſome juſt ground of 
probability, to ſay no more, that this period 
contains the time of the pouring out of the 
four firſt vials; which, according to any cal- 
culation, in the book I have already referred 
to, reacheth down from the appearance of 
Zuinglius and Luther, in the year 1517 to the 
year 1794. The ſecond angel, therefore, 
which follows, ver. 8. and proclaims the fall 
of Babylon, z. e. of Rome Papal, brings in a 
new period; which muſt be looked upon to 


be 
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be ſynchronical with the fitth vial, which is to 
be poured out upon the ſeat of the beaſt. And 
this, as I conjecture, will begin about the year 
1794, and expire about 1848. And as for the 
third angel, I do ſuppoſe, that his-giving men 
warning not to join with the beaſt, and his de- 
nouncing ſevere judgments againſt them that 
ſhould be found to do ſo, ver. 10, &c. muſt 
relate to the laſt part of the time of the ſixth 
vial ; when the unclean ſpirits are repreſented 
as going forth to inſinuate into the nations, 
in order to engage them to make. war againſt 
the ſaints, according to what we read, chap. 
xvi. 13—16. So that the concern of good men 
in that period (which I conjecture will be be- 
tween 1848 and 2000, eſpecially after 1900) 
muſt be ſuppoſed to be forearmed themſelves, 
and to forewarn others, to be upon their guard 
againſt that laſt and greateſt attack ; for it is 
certain that the ultimus conatus Antichriſti, 


which will be alſo the moſt formidable for the 


time, will fall out under the fixth vial, eſpe- 
cially towards its running out. Now, after all 
theſe, 

We have here, in the third place, an emble- 
matical or typical account of the full and com- 


pleat deliverance of the church, and of the de- 
ſtruction 
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ſtruction of her bloody perſecuting Popiſh ene- 
mies; which is held forth in a two-fold type: 
the firſt of which is that of an harveſt, men- 
tioned ver. 14, 15, 16. which ſeems directly 
to relate to Chriſt's gathering in his church, to 
the happy ſtate of the Millenium; which fol- 
lows immediately upon the pouring out of the 
{eventh vial. The ſecond 1s that of the vin- 
tage, which ſeems to relate to the ſame period, 
but with an immediate reference to the ene- 
mies of the church; wherein the final deſtruc- 
tion of the Papal intereſt 1s repreſented as a 
vintage, which ſhall be remarkable in the ruin 
of all the Popiſh orders and communities, which 
ſhall then be ſqueezed to death in the wine-preſs 
of God's wrath. This is deſcribed emblemati- 
cally, ver. 17-20. and muſt be ſuppoſed to be 
the reſult of that final and deciſive battle, of 
which I gave ſome particular account in my 
former Diſcourſe * concerning the Riſe and Fall 
of the Papacy, and which is mentioned, Rev. 
xix. 11, &c. 

Now by this time we may eaſily perceive to 
what period of time our text is ſpecially to be 
referred; for it is plain, that the 12th and 1 3th 
verſes are a kind of parentheſis thrown in, be- 
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tween the account of the declarations and warn- 
ings given by the three angels, and the final 
deſtruction of Antichriſt, and exaltation of the 
church, repreſented in the vintage and harveſt. 
So that the connexion mult of neceſſity lead, in 
our thoughts, to this reaſon of placing our text 
after this manner: that ſeeing many of the 
ſaints might be exceedingly caſt down and 
troubled, that they ſhould fall in the wilder- 
neſs, and not be allowed to live to ſee the 
happy ſtate of the church, after the deſtruction 
of Antichriſt, our Saviour thought it conve- 
nient to inſert this comfortable encouragement 
and promiſe : wherein we may ſuppoſe him to 
ſpeak after this manner: ** Be not troubled, O 
* my faithful ſervants, though it be your lot 
& to hve in the times of Antichriſt, and to fall 
« alfo by the hands of that cruel enemy. For 
ye ſhall be as happy as thoſe that are to live 
afterwards in the glorious earthly Millenium: 
for while they enjoy theirs on earth, ye ſhall 
enjoy yours in paradiſe, in a more perfect 
ſtate than. any here on earth can be: for I 
& give you my promiſe and aſſurance from 
„% heaven, that your glory and felicity ſhall 
e not be delayed till the time of the general 
% reſurrection. No, no; I lay it, and the 
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„ Holy Spirit ſhall confirm what I ſay, that 
„ all thoſe ſhall be bleſſed that die in the Lord, 
6 from henceforti.” 

Whether we r<ter abarti or ap arti (for the 
meaning is the fame, whether it be written 
conjunctim or ſeparatim, in one word or two) 
to the time paſt in general, or to the particular 
time of the laſt angel's declaration, by way of 
ſpecialty, the matter is ſmall, 1 confeſs, to me. 
Only I can ſee no reaſon for limiting the ſenſe 
and deſign, as I have already hinted. And if 
ſome think fit to render the word, nof in a re- 
lation to time paſt, but time future, as I know 
ſometimes the word is taken thus, (See Matt. 
XXV1. 64. and John i. 52.) I ſhall not diſpute 
the matter with them, if they interpret the 
word in relation to the time that is to follow their 
death. But if they refer this futurity to the fol- 
lowing period of the happy ſtate of the church, 
as if the meaning were, That they ſhall be bleſſ- 
ed who die in the peaceful time of the Mille- 
mum; I muſt crave leave to diflent from 
them. For as this would be a moſt ftrangely 
improper way of ſpeaking, ſeeing it would found 
much better to ſay, ** Blefſed are they that 
* ſhall not die now, but live to ſee the happy 
Millenium,“ according to the like phraſe- 
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ology in Daniel, ch. xii. ver. 12. So it would, 


in this ſenſe, carry the appearance of a noto- 
rious falſehood, as if thoſe who ſhould die be- 
fore the Millenium did indeed fall ſhort of 
bleſſedneſs. 

And therefore, after all the * Ihave taken, 
impartially to ſearch and fift this expreſſion, I 
find myſelf more and more confirmed in what 
I have delivered as the native ſenſe of it, which 
is, in one word, this, That thoſe who die in 


the Lord, before the Millenium, are here 


aſſured of an immediate felicity, that will fully 


make up for their not living to fee thoſe happy 
times on earth. For, 1. They live in a time 
wherein. the goſpel comes to be clearly and 
pure lyapreached, above what it had been before. 
And therefore, (though they enjoy not ſuch ex- 
ternal proſperity as thoſe that live after may 
ſee, yet they are fully directed how they ought 
to live ſo as to; die happily: And then, 2dly, If 
they ſuffer for Chriſt, they may juſtly expect 
to be proportionably rewarded: fo that they 
ſhall attain to reign alſo with Chriſt, though 
not on earth, yet in a better ſtate. 5 
1 have taken the more pains to explain and 
clear up this paſſage, becauſe it is, perhaps, the 
only peculiar promite that is directed for our 
comfort, 
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comfort, who live in the intermediate time be- 
tween the begun and final fall of the Papal An- 
tichriſt, 1. e. between the time of Luther's 
appearing in an. 1517, and the year 2000, ac- 
cording to my conjectures upon the Apocalyp- 
tical times and periods. So that, if we be ex- 
poſed to troubles and perſecutions, becauſe of a 
good conſcience, as many of our brethren have 
been, are now, and will further be, before the 
deſtruction of this bloody adverſary, which I 
am afraid will not fall out till near 300 years 
hence: I ſay, in cafe we fall under troubles 
and perſecutions this way, let us comfort our- 
ſelves with theſe words of Chriſt, and plead 
them in prayer to our God, as the promiſe and 
aſſurance given us by him, and atteſted by the 
Holy Spirit. But it is high time to put an end 
to our ſpeculations on this head. 
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Sir Iſaac Newton on the Prophecies, 3s. 6d. 
The Watchman's Anſwer to the Queſtion, What ot 


the Night. 


The Practical Improvement to the Watchman's 


Apſwer. | 

The Glory of the Church in the latter Day. 

Faith in God, and his Word, the Eſtabliſhment of 
his People. 


The above four Sermons, by Dr. Gill, 6d each. They 
are juſtly called his Prophetic Sermons, as they point out, 
and refer to, the Times we live in, though they were 
preached above forty Years ago. 


Martial on the Seventy Weeks of Daniel, 3s. 

Chandler on the Prophecies of Daniel, 2s. 6d. 

Rud on the Millenium, 3. 

Stevens on the Prophecies, 2 \ 

St. Clair on the Prophecies, 2s. + .. 

Greenhill on the Prophecies, 1s. 6d. 

Whiſton on the Prophecies, 28. 6d. 

Chandler's Defence of Chriſtianity, from the Pro- 

phecies, 2 vols. 38. 6d. 

M. M. on the near Approach of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
IS. 6d. 

Neſs on Antichriſt, 1s. 

Brightman on the Revelations, 3s. 6d. 

Pareus on the Revelations, 3s. 6d. | 

The Prophecies evinced from Scripture and primi- 
tive Antiquity, 28. 6d. 

Biſhop Newton on the Prophecies, 3 vols. 15s. 


Morland's Hiſtory of the Churches of the Valleys of 
Piemont, Albigenſes, Waldenſes, &c. from the 
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Days of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, down to the pre- 
ſent Time, fine Plates, Fol. 11. 1s. 


Fleming on the Fulfillment of Scripture, 2s. 6d. 
Jurieu on the Prophecies, 48. 


BOST ON's Treatiſe on the CovENANT or Grace, 
in Nine Sixpenny Numbers. 


BOSTON's Crook IN THE Lor, in Three Six- 
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The above are printed uniform, and may be had bound 
together, or ſeparate. 


An entire new Spelling-Book ; or, a Sure Guide 
for all Youth. With Recommendatory Prefaces, 


by the Rev. Mr. Romaine, A. M. Mr. Platt, Mr. 
Towers, Mr. Crole, &c. 


The above Spelling-Book is particularly adapted for 
Sunday-Schools, or religious Matters ; the Leſſons being 
entirely taken from the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtaments. Good allowance to thoſe who take a 
Quantity. 

Mr. Hart's Hymns. 

A new ſmall Edition, Printed on Writing Paper, Price 
28. Bound. 

Religious Courtſhip; being hiſtorical Diſcourſes on 
the Neceſſity of marrying religious Huſbands and 
Wives only; as alſo of Huſbands and Wives be- 
ing of the ſame Opinions in Religion. Price 
IS. 6d. ſewed. 

A Short Account of the laſt Days of the Counteſs 
of Huntingdon, by the Rev. T. Haweis, LL. B. 
her Chaplain. Price d. 

The laſt Farewell Sermon, preached at the Taber- 
nacle, near Moorfields, April 1, 1792, on Pal. 


Ix1i. 8. «© Truſt in him at all Times, ye People, 


&c.“ by the Rev. John Berridge, M. A. late Vi- 
car of Everton, Bedtordſhie, 6d. 
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For PuBLIsHING by SUBSCRIPTION, 
A New, Elegant, and Correct Edition or 
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Primitive Integrity, entire Depravation, begun Reco- 

very, and Conſummate Happineſs or Miſery; 

$UBSISTING IN : 

The Parents of Mankind in Paradiſe, the Unregenerate, the 

Regenerate, and all Mankind in the Future State. 

IN SEVERAL 


PRACTICAL DISCOURSES. 


By the Reverend and Learned 
Mr. THOMAS BOST ON, 
Late Miniſter of the Goſpel at Ex I RICE. 
Mr. HERVEY*'s Recommendation of the above Work. 
Jirzour ſaying any thing bimſelif, the Publiſher begs 
leave to lay before the Public what the great Mr, 


HERVEY has ſaid of this intended Publication, in the firſt vo- 
lume of his Dialogues : See this work of grace, and procedure 


of converſion, more copiouſly diſplayed, in a valuable piece, 
entitled, Human Nature in its Fourfold-State, by Mr. Bos rox, 
which, in my opinion, is one of our beſt books tor common 
readers, The ſentences are ſhort, and the compariſons ſtriking; 
the language is eaſy, and the doctrine evangelical : the method 
proper, the plan comprehenſive, the manner ſearching, yet con- 
ſolatory. It another celebrated treatiſe is ſtiled, The whole Duty 
of Man; I would call this, The whole of Man; as it compriſes 
what he <was, originally: what he zs, by tranſgreflion : what he 
foald be, through grace: and then what he abe, in glory.“ 

Conditions, I. That the Work ſhall be printed onafineDemy 
Paper, and a beautiful large new Type. II. That a Number, 
conſiſting of Forty-eight large Octavo Pages, ſhall be publiſhed 
every Fortnight, Price 6d, payable on Delivery. III. That 
the whole ſhall, without failure, be compriſed in Ten Numbers. 
IV. It is intended to publiſh the firſt Number as ſoon as a 
ſufficient Quantity of Subſcribers can be procured, | 

It is requeſted, that thoſe who pleaſe ro encourage this new 
Edition of Mr, Bosron's FOURFOLD-STATE, wou!d 
ſend their Names, as ſoon as poſſible, to J. CHArmers, Printer, 
No. 81, Old-Street; or to any of the Bookſellers mentioned 
in the Title-page of this Sermon, 


